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A SURVEY OF TEACHERS' OPINIONS REGARDING OPEN AREAS

Introduction

The findings of this study are based upon resporues received from:

(a) 93 of the 103 teachers who are teaching in open areas during

1970-71 school year, and

(b) 16 of the 17 former open-area teachers for whom current mailing

addresses were available.

The questionnaire and the tally of the responses of present and former

open-area teachers appear in Appendices A and B.

High Lights of the Replies

Both present open-area teachers and former open-area teachers gave
supportive replies to the following items:

Of 93 Of 16
Present Former
Teachers Teachers

(a) They had requested an open-area teaching assignm lt. 56% 69%

(b) They enjoyed open-area teaching. 90% 75%

(c) They would choose an open-area assigAment next year 69% 81%

if they were given a free choice.

(d) They agree with the idea of open-area teaching.

(e) They usually teach differently with this type of
organization.

88%

74%

81%

100%

(f) They were organized for team teaChing, 77% 69%

-

(g) They are usually at ease in the presence of other 94% 100%

teachers.

(h) They believe that visitors seldom present a special 67% 63%

problem.

(i) They believe that most pupils enjoy working in an 92% 88%

open,area room.

(j) They believe that discipline problems in open areas 72% 56%

are similar to those in self-contained classrooms,

(k) They believe that parents generally like this type 69% 75%

of school.

(1) TheY:belieVe Ormuch or_more learning ocaars in
,

90% 88%

open'arearivas iwiseggar-clissrooma:



(m) They believe that open-area instruction provides for
better pupil development than the self-contained
classroom.

(n) They consider the open-area appropriate to the age of

pupils they teach. (See Table I)

(o) They believe that the Intermediate Grades are the
most appropriate grades for open-area instruction.

Of 93
Present
Teachers

Of 16
Former

Teachers

71%

75%

54%

63%

75%

50%

T-See Table II)

(p) They believe that two or three class groups is the 85% 100%
ideal enrollment for an open area.

IN SUMARY, this survey like the Vancouver survey made in 1969 reveals
that most open-Area teachers support the concept of open-areas for the majority of

pupils.

However, as in 1969, their replies indicate some reservations and the need
for modifications in teacher training and in facilities as follows:

Of 93 Of 16
Present Former
Teachers Teachers

(1) An enclosed area is required for certain classes or 98% 94%

lessons.

(r) Classroom equipment is nmt fully suitable for 60%
carrying out their program.

(sw) The opea-area space is too small. 59% 38%

(0 Teachers work under greater nervous tension in open 63% 88%

areas.

(u) Greater time is nmeded for lesson preparation in 80% 94%
thls tyTe of organization.

(v) Their preparatory training for open-area teaching 68% 81%

mast insufficient,

(w) 1n-service trainin, for teachers in open areas is 76% 75%

insufficient.



In answer to question 28, where individual supportive
invited, teachers listed the following advantages of open-area

responses were
classrooms:

Of 93 Of 16
Present Former
Teachers Teachers

(1) They facilitate team teaching.
82. 15

(2) They encourage children to be independent and
innovative,

(3) They provide more social interaction among pupils
and teachers.

60

29 6

(4) They permit flexible grouping of pupils. 27 2

(5) They provide stimulating learning environments, 23 2

(6) They provide a variety of classroom resources. 22 10

(7) They facilitate the individualization of classroom
instruction.

16

In answer to question 29, where critical responses were invited,
individual touchers listed the following disadvantages of open-area classrooms:

Of 93
Present
Teachers

Of 16
Former

Teachers
(1) Classroom facilities and ejuipment are inadequate in

some schools.
44 - 9

(2) There is distracting noise in the open,areaclassroom. 42 9

(3) Teachers often make compromises in lessons to avoid
disturbing other open-area classes.

25

(4) Immature children are unable to cope with an open-
area situation.

23

(5) Some open-area teams have had incompatible members. 19 4

(6) There is inadequate planning time. 19 6

(7) It is more difficult to detect children.who need
assistance,

15 1



4

In answer to question 30, teachers made the following suggestions for
the improvement of open areas:

Improve the physical facilities and equipment.

Assign compatible teachers to teams.

Provide more preparation tinefor planning lessons.

Provide more information on organizing open-area
classrooms.

Reduce the pupil enrollment for open-area classrooms.

Screen out pupils who are unsuitable for open-area
classrooms.

Provide improved in-service training programs for
open.,trea teachers,

Of 93 Of 16
Present Former
1e4cPQre Teachers

86

26

15

15

14

11

11

Provide more full-time qualified aides. 11

9

MVP

4

2

5

TABLES-I AND II

An analysis, by grade level, of the responses of teachers to questions 18 and 19
inclusive shows in Tables I and II:

While 93% of present intermediate grade teachers teaching in open areas
believe they are appropriate to their grade only 68% of present primary grade
teachers hold this belief f!)r their grade level.

One half the primary teachers believe open areas are most appropriate for
intermediate grades.

In a few inetiMPee the.
total nnmher ofTeePoheee.0iffere from the nnMher

of respondents.because all teaChers.did nOt answer,ili:OueStiOns'ind certain questions
. ,

permitted more than" one responqe.

!
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DEPARTMENT OP RESEARCH
AND SPECIAL SERVICES

BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES
OP SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 39 IVANCOUVER)

1595 WEST 10TH AVENUE
VANCOUVER 9. B.C.

TELEPHONE: 731-1131

APPENDIX "A" January 29, 1971

gosTRANAIRE FOR TEACHERS IN OPENAREA CLASSROOMS

To assist us in educational planning we are again asking those teaching in

open areas to give their candid opinions of this type of accommodation and

instruction. Your responses will remain completely anonymous and confidential.

Would you please complete the following questionnaire on your own, seal it

in the accompanying envelope, and return it to your school office for forwarding.

Tt'ank you for your cooperation in this study.

D.L. PRITCHARD, Director
Department of Research and Special Services

No. of Questionnaires Sent 10.
No. of Questionnaires Received 22 (90% return)

Pleaie enter a check mark in the a riate s ace following_gmh_gaTAks.

1. In what grades do you teach?

Xdg. a_ 1-3 _kl 4-7 _22 Other Grade Combinations IA_

2. What is your teaching experience in open areas?

Less than 1 year 8 11 year _26 2 years _11 3 years 12 4 years

5 or more years

3. What is your total teaching experience?

Less than 1 year 2 1 year _11 2 years _la 3 years 11 4 years 10

5 or more Years ..4a

4. Dtd you ask to be assigned to this type of work? Yes ,2 No

5. Do you enjoy this type of teaching. Yes 84 No 11

If :you,hadja free choice,o your situation next year

would'lrOu-choose an operi=aree.,tdi'd.hing'adbignent?* Yea,

7



7. Do you agree with the idea of open-area teaching? Yes g2 No

8. Do you now teach differently than you did in the
regular classroom?

Alwaysn Usually. )12 Sornetinaes_ Seldom

Not applicable, I have not taught in a regular classroom 19

9. Are teachers in your area organized for team teaching? Yes 72

10. For what percent of their time do pupils in your area
work in regular class groups? Range 0-100%

11. Are you at ease teaching with other teachers present?

Always_ha_ Usually LI Sometimes 5 Seldom

12. Do visitors to your open area present a special problem to you?

Always 1

8

Never

20

Mean

Usually 3 Sometimes. 25 Seldom 44

13. In your opinion, do most of your pupils enjoy working
in an open area?

14. What is the effect of the open area on discipline problernu.v ?

More problems 19 About the same 46

Yes No

Never

Never 18

Fewer problenis 21

15. Do you think that most parents like this type of school? Yes.. 64 No 10

16. In your opinion, what is the effect of the open area on
pupil learning?

More 39 About the same. hi, Less

1 . In your opinion does open-arealnstruction provide for
better pupil developmenit than the self-contained
classroom?

18. Do you consider the open-area appropriate to the
age of the pupils you teach?

19. At what level do you believe it most appropriate?

Kindergarten 18

Yes_116.._

Yes 69

Primary 44 Intermediate 74

How many roll-Classes do you think should ideally,.be
extr011ed in an'open arSa? 2. 36 3. 4

- Do- yOu,,thirik.tiAt-an,.einClcise-ttlX,',44/
areaFigpiniededff,Or

4 .25 5.



22. How suitable is the equipment in your area for carrying
out your program?

Very suitable...3,6_ Partly suitable_a_ Not suitable5_

23. How adequate is the space provided for the activities you wish to carry
on in the open area?

Too large _ Just right...1s_ Too small_m_

24. As compared to a regular self-contained classroom, what
amount of nervous tension is placed upoli teachers in
open areas?

Greater 69 Same ii Less A Not Applicable_13....

25. Is greater time needed for the preparation of your
work?

26. Do you believe that yot, received sufficient
preparatory training for your work in an open-area
school?

27. Is sufficient "in-service" training available to
teachers in open areas?

What type of "in-service" training have you found
most useful? Vis d obse teachers n o her o.e 1 ss GMS 25 )

2. Sharing ideas and raterials at 'meetings fcr teachers 16

3. Demonstration workshops in subject areas and organizational methods(13)

28. Please list what you believe to be "plus.7values" (benefits, advantages, strengths,
good features) of open areas.

f re lies see P e of the re ort.

9

29. Please list what you believe to be "minus-values" (limitations, disadvantages,
weaknesses, poor features) of open areas.'

Fo re lies see P of the re ort.

30. Please record any suggestions you may haFe for die improvement of open aieas.



DEPARTMENT OF RESEARCH
AND SPECIAL SERVICES

BOARD OF SCHOOL TRUSTEES
OF SCHOOL DISTRICT NO, 39 IVANCOUVERI

1595 WEST 10TH AVENUE
VANCOUVER 9, B.C.

TELEPHONEI 731-1131

APPENDU "Bn February 23, 1971

QUESTIONNAIRE FOR TEACHERS WHO FORMERLY TAUGHT IN OPEN-AREA CLASSROOMS

To assist us in educational planning we are again asking those who have taught in

open areas to give their candid opinions of this tyte of accommodation and instruc-

tion. Your responses will remain completely anonymous and confidential.

Would you please complete the following questionnaire on your own, seal it in the

accompanying envelope, and return it to this office.

Thank you for your cooperation in this study.

D.L. PRITCHARD, Director
Department of Research and Special Services

No. of Questionnaires Sent 12
No. of Questionnaires Received 16 (94% return)

Please enter a check mark in the,appropriate space following each question.

1. In what grades did you teach? Kdg. - 1-3 10 4-7 8

2. What is your teaching experience in open areas?

Less than 1 year 1 1 year 10 2 years 3 Years 4 Years

5 or more years -

3. What is your total teaching experience?

1 year 2 2 years 3 years 2 4 years 5 or more years 10

4. Did you ask to be assigned to this type of work? Yes 11_ No

5. Did you enjoy this type of teaching? Yes 12. No Z_

6. If you had a free choice of your situation next year

would you choose an open.area teaching assignment? Yes _11_ No __A_

7. Do you agree with' the idea otopenarea teaching? Yes .11,_ No.

8. Did you teach differently thai(in:the:regular c1aSsrOoM9

1 ,fa,WV,S.,,i7g,L. (Jilin]. S etimes NeVer -

A . fteso.13. asst.'

10



9. Were teachers in your area organized for team teaching? Yes 11 No

10. For what percent of their time did pupils in your area

work in regular class groups? Range = 10-100% Mean .12,4g

11. Were you at ease teaching with other teachers present?

Always _2_ Usually _2_ Sometimes ONOMM
Seldom - Never -

12. Did visitors to your open area present a special problem to you?

Always 1 Usually 2 Sometimes _2_ Seldom _2_ Never _2_

13. In your opinion did most of your pupils enjoy working

in an open area?
Yes _14 No 2

14. What was the effect of the open area on discipline problems?

More problems 6 About the same 6 Fewer problems

15. Do you think that most parents like this type of school? Yes 10 No

16. In your opinion, what is the effect of the open area on pupil learning?

More _2_ About the same _2_ Less 1

17. In your opinion does open-area instruction provide for

better pupil development than the self-contained classroomrres 10 No

18. Do you consider the open-area approi)riate to the age of

the pupils you taught?
Yes 12 No

19. At what level do you believe it most appropriate?

Kindergarten J Primary 8 Intermediate 11

20. How many roll-classes do you think should ideally be enrolled in an open area?

2 5. 3 11 4 2 5

21. Do you think that an enclosed area is needed for

certain classes or for certain lessons? Yes _11 No

22. How suitable was the equipment in your area for carrying out your program?

Very suitable 12 Partly suitable I Not suitable. -

23. How adequate was the space provided for the activities you-wished to carry

out in.the open area?.

Too large Just right 10 Too.S0All

11



1 2

24. As compared to a regular self-contained classroom, what amount of nervous
tension is placed upon teachers in open areas?

Greater 14 Same - Less Not applicable 1

25. Was greater time needed for the preparation of your work? Yes al
26. Do you believe that you received sufficient preparatory

training for your work in an open-area school? Yes 1'

27. Was sufficient in-service training available to
teachers in open areas?

What type of in-service training did you find most useful?

"Idea-exchan e" sessions 8

Yes J

No 1

No _12

No 12

28. Please list what you believe to be "plus-values" (benefits, advantages, ttrengths,

good features) of open areas.

II OIL C. z.

29. Please list what you believe to be "minus-values" (limitations, disadvantages,

weaknesses, poor features) of open areas.

Lor summarv c_]alilfz_ag_.._fi-ees s P

30. Please record any suggestions you may have for'the-im-provement of open areas.
-

-E2L-M4421"21.-21-11214"
-- lid


